
174 ENGINEERING  CONFERENCE. [Conference 

ENGINEERING  CONFERENCE. 

I\lAY, 1897. 

The Conference was opened on the  25th of May at  the West- 
minster  Town  Hall,  when Mr. J. Wolfe Barry, C.B., the  President 
of the  Institution, delivered a brief  address to a combined meeting 
of the Sections. 

After  expressing  the  gratification of the Council that  the co- 
operation of upwards of eight  hundred of the members  was 
known  to  have been secured, the  President made some explanatory 
remarks  on  this  new  departure  in  the work of the  Institution. A 
principal object in  organizing  the  gathering  had been to afford 
those country members who were unable  to  attend  the  ordinary 
weekly  meetings of the session, but  who  were often in London 
towards  the  end of May, an  opportunity of participating  in  the 
consideration of, and of exchanging  views on, various  questions 
of professional interest. A  Committee of the members had been 
invited  to select  topics to  be considered. These subjects would 
be  introduced  in  brief ‘‘ Notes,” which would  be debated in  such 
a way  as  to allow some elasticity  in  the mode of considering  them. 
To  this  end a  less  formal and more conversational style of dis- 
cussion would be  admitted  than was  advisable at  the  Ordinary 
Meetings;  and it was hoped that  this would  encourage many 
who, from want of opportunity  or  from  natural diffidence, often 
failed  to  impart  to  their fellow-members the  results of valuable 
experience. 

To  be useful, a gathering of this  nature  must work by sections, 
and  specializing became a necessity. At  the same time  there 
must, no  doubt, be a considerable amount of overlapping, and 
persons  would of course be able to  attend meetings a t  which 
subjects which  interested  them were discussed, whether those 
subjects were or were not those to  which  they specially  devoted 
their career. 

The Sections into  which  the Conference had been  divided  were :- 
I. Railways: Chairman, Sir Benjamin  Baker; 11. Harbours, 
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Docks and Canals:  Chairman, Mr. Harrison  Hayter; 111. Machinery 
and  the  Transmission of Power : Chairman, Sir Frederick Bram- 
well;  IV.  Mining  and  Metallurgy: Chairman, Mr. T. Forster 
Brown ; V. Shipbuilding : Chairman, Sir  William  White;  VI. 
Waterworks,  Sewerage and Gasworks : Chairman, Mr. Mansergh ; 
VII. Applications of Electricity : Chairman, Mr. W. H. Preece. 

A secondary, but still important object had been the organiza- 
tion of a series of visits  to works of interest  in  and  around 
London, and  here  the  President  ventured  to convey by  antici- 
pation  the  warm  thanks of the whole Institution  to those public 
bodies, firms and  individuals who had  thrown open for  inspection 
the  many  interesting  undertakings  which would be comprised in 
the  visits  arranged for. 

The  President hoped and believed that  the Conference would 
prove  such a success that it would be held annually. It would be 
well, however, that it 6hOdd  be  understood that (as far  as  the 
views of the  present Council  were concerned) there was no idea 
of making  the Conference other  than a Metropolitan gathering, 
nor of competing  or  interfering  with  the  arrangements of the 
various Societies which from time  to  time met a t  various  towns in  
the kingdom.  London  was the home of the  Institution, associated 
not  only  with so much of present  interest,  but also with  the 
important memories of the past, with Telford,  Walker, the Rennies, 
the Stephensons, the  Brunels,  and  others who had gone before 
and  who  had laboured hard  to establish on a firm foundation the 
honour and  reputation of their  great  Institution. 

Established in  1818, and more fully organized in  1820 when 
Telford accepted the Presidency, that  Institution  was  at first, by 
reason of the  faulty means of intercommunication in those  days, 
mainly a  society of Londoners. Now, however, of the seven 
thousand persons, in  round  numbers, borne on the  roll of the 
Institution, five thousand  were in  the  United  Eingdom  and  two 
thousand were abroad, while of the five thousand in  the  United 
Eingdom  about  two  thousand were living  or  practising  in London. 
I n  several of the  great  towns of the  kingdom  there were important 
and  flourishing local associations, mainly established  for the benefit 
of the  Students of the  Institution,  but  with  other  important 
functions. Again,  there were associations such  as  the Liverpool 
Engineering Society, and others, which  though  under  separate 
and  distinct  management,  had  always preserved  most friendly 
relations  towards  the  Institution,  to which, in  fact, most of 
their  leading members belonged, thus  securing  throughout  the 
kingdom a number of centres  having common interests. I t  was 
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not  the object of the Conference to  diminish  but  to  further  and  to 
consolidate  those  mutual  relations  between  the  Institution  and 
the local  associations, a d  the  President concluded by welcoming 
in  the name of the Council  those who had  accepted the  invitation 
to take  part  in  the proceedings. 

At  the  meetings,  which were  held at  the  Westminster  Town 
Hall  and  Guildhall, on the  25th,  26th,  and  27th May, forty-eight 
Notes  were  read introducing  subjects  for  debate,  in  the considera- 
tion of which  upwards of two  hundred  speakers took prt .  The 
visits  paid to  engineering  works  numbered  seventeen,  and  in  respect 
of these  two  thousand  tickets of admission  were  issued in  response 
to the applications  received  from  members  and  students. 

A record of the  matters presented for consideration at  the 
meetings  is  contained in  the Abstracts of Notes  given on the 
following  pages,  references  being  added  to the various  journals  in 
which  reports of the proceedings  may be found. 

The full text of the Notes may be  seen in the Institution Library. 
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